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Rental Law Comparison for Renters
QLD

A renter can seek 
the property owner’s 
permission to keep a 
pet, and property
owners can only 
refuse a request on 
identi�ed reasonable 
grounds, such as 
keeping the pet 
would breach laws
or by-laws.

 
NSW

Accordingto
tenants.org.au there 
is no term in the 
Residential Tenancies 
Act 2010 that 
prohibits a renter from 
keeping a pet, or that 
requires you to ask for 
your landlord’s 
consent before you 
keep a pet.

 
VIC

In Victoria, renters 
who want to have a 
pet in the property 
must ask their rental 
provider (landlord) 
for permission.

 
TAS

In Tasmania, a tenant 
is only allowed to have 
a pet at the property if 
the owner has agreed 
or it is in the lease.

 
SA

ACT law instructs 
tenants to seek 
permission to keep a
pet at a rental property 
if the signed tenancy 
agreement requires 
them to do so.

 
WA

In Western Australia, 
pets are at a landlord's
discretion.

 
NT

As of January 2021,
tenants in the 
Northern Territory 
need to notify the 
landlord that they 
want to bring a pet 
onto the property and 
the landlord has 14 
days to approve or
deny the request.

 
ACT

In ACT, tenants can 
ask for permission to 
keep a pet at a 
property if the signed 
tenancy agreement 
requires them 
to do so.

The property owner 
must respond to a 
request for a pet in 
writing within 14
days, or consent is 
implied.

 
The landlord then has 
14 days to decide 
whether or not to 
allow the pet and
give written consent.

Landlords are not 
allowed to charge pet 
bonds.

    
But, many landlords 
will include a clause 
restricting pets in the 
residential tenancy 
agreement (i.e. your 
lease), and there is no
speci�c ban on them
doing so.

Landlords can only 
refuse consent on very 
speci�c grounds and 
with the approval of 
the ACT Civil and 
Administrative
Tribunal.

A pet bond is optional
and, unlike in other 
Aussie states, 
permissible by law -
although only one pet
bond at a maximum of
$260 is allowed to be
charged per property,
regardless of the 
number of pets.

Pet bonds are not
allowed. 

Landlords can only 
refuse consent on very 
speci�c grounds and 
with the approval of 
the ACT Civil and 
Administrative
Tribunal.
 
 

The property owner’s
consent may be 
subject to reasonable 
conditions such
as the pet has to be 
kept outside. A rent 
increase or a pet bond 
are not reasonable 
conditions.

Landlords are only 
able to refuse if they 
have permission from 
the Victorian Civil and
Administrative
Tribunal(VCAT).

The standard form of 
the residential tenancy 
agreement issued by 
NSW Fair Trading 
includes additional 
terms which require 
you to have your 
landlord’s consent to 
keep animals. 
Additional terms may 
be crossed out when 
you and the landlord 
sign the agreement, 
but if they are not 
crossed out, they will 
apply to your
agreement.

Pet bonds are not 
allowed but the 
tenant is responsible 
for any repairs
or additional 
maintenance due to 
keeping a pet.

Tenants cannot be
charged a pet bond 
for an assistance dog 
however.

Pet bonds are not 
allowed but the 
tenant is responsible 
for any repairs or 
additional 
maintenance
due to keeping a pet.

The changes also 
mean landlords are 
not permitted to 
unreasonably reject 
applications from 
prospective tenants, 
on the basis they’ll be
accompanied by a pet.
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VIC
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In Queensland, the 
default position about 
pets in strata buildings 
is set out under by-law 
11 in Schedule 4 of 
the Body Corporate 
and Community
Management Act 
1997 which says that 
strata residents must 
have prior strata 
building approval to
bring or keep an 
animal in the building.

Meanwhile, the 
standard or default 
Victorian strata 
building rules do not
prohibit pets or 
require advance 
permission for strata 
owners and residents
to keep a pet in a 
strata building.

Similarly to in 
Queensland, South 
Australia, ACT and the 
Northern Territory, pet 
owners in Tasmania 
have to have permis-
sion from strata or 
body corporate
before they are able 
to bring an animal 
onto the property.

Meanwhile for owners, 
in August 2021, new
regulations relating to
keeping of animals 
and bylaws came into 
e�ect for strata laws 
in NSW.

Similarly to in 
Queensland,
pet owners in South
Australia have to have
permission from strata 
or body corporate 
before they are able to 
bring an animal onto 
the property.

When it comes to 
strata inWestern 
Australia, the
keeping of pets is at 
the discretion of the 
strata council or body
corporate.

Similarly to in 
Queensland, South 
Australia and ACT,
pet owners in the 
Northern Territory 
have to have
permission from strata 
orbody corporate 
before they are able to 
bring an animal onto 
the property.

Similarly to in 
Queensland
and South Australia, 
pet owners in ACT 
have to have 
permission from strata
or body corporate 
before they are able to 
bring an animal onto 
the property.
 

Strata bodies are not
allowed to have a 
blanket ban on pets.

But, strata buildings 
can make new and 
di�erent rules about 
pets by a threequarter
majority vote, 
meaning many strata
buildings change the
standard or model 
rule about pets to 
prohibit them.

Strata schemes may 
have a by-law about 
the keeping of animals 
but a by-law can only 
prohibit pets where 
the keeping of an 
animal would
unreasonably interfere 
or impact on other
occupants.

Owners wanting a pet
would then need to 
apply for approval.

The Strata Schemes
Management 
Regulation speci�es 
the range of
circumstances that are
considered 'unreason-
able interference’.

Blanket up-front bans 
on animals cannot be
imposed.

 




